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BROKE 
INTO HIS 
HIGHNESS' 


IN THE END, NOT 
ONCE DID THIS BOY 
GET TO MAKE 
HIS FATHER 


MERCI- CHILD... 
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THAT ROBBER... 
YOU WILL NOT 
LET HIM LEAVE 
THIS HOUSE 
ALIVE!! 
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IT SURE 
HAS ITS 
PERKS, BEIN' 
A KNIGHT 
COMMANDER. 
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I BET RIGHT NOW 
GRIFFITH'S BEATIN’ AHHH, 
GOOD STUFF AT MAN. 
THE PRINCESS’ 
DINNER PARTY. 


I'M 
SURE 
IT'S JUST 
STIFF UP 
THERE... 


Ad 
rae 
<>, AYA, 


I HAVEN'T THAT 
SEEN HIM ame 

SINCE THIS 
MORNING. 


FEH/ HE'S PROBABLY 
JUST PRACTICIN’ WITH HIS 
SWORD ALONE AGAIN. 
AS USUAL! 


HE'S 
JUST 
GOOFING 
OFFI! 
HIS UNIT 
AND MINE 
WERE 
SUPPOSED 
TO HAVE 
A JOINT 
PRACTICE 
TODAY!! 
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GUTS! 
WHERE'VE 
YOU BEEN 

ALL DAY?! 
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Y IT'S BEEN 
A ROUGH 
DAY 
THANKS 
TO You!! 


PROMROSE 
HALL... 
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DON'T 
EMBARRASS 
GRIFFITH. 


IF YOU'VE GOT 
BUSINESS, WAIT 
UNTIL THEY'RE 


BESIDES, IN REALITY...TONIGHT'S PARTY I 


IS MY FATHER'S ARRANGEMENT TO DON'T MIND! IS THIS 
DIVERT EVERYONE'S ATTENTION IN THE THEY WILL ALL RIGHT? 
CASTLE EVEN BLIT A TRIFLE FROM THE ene oes THE HOST 
WEARINESS OF THE 9 &e STEALING 

f REGARD- eke 
WAR. Less. Se ar ANAT? 
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eelT 
WOULD BE 
SO MUCH 
BETTER 
JUST TO 
END THE 
WAR 


ic. HIGH- 
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“WHY 


IT COULD _o oe | sir 
CERTAINLY a Fe | THAT MEN 


BE THAT MEN 
POSSESS 
THAT SAVAGE 
SIDE. 


| ENJOY LITTLE 


MORE THAN 
SHEDDING 
BLOOD...7" 


PERHAPS 
HE MUST 
COME UPON 
ONE OTHER 
PRECIOUS 
THING. 


TO 
ACCOMPLISH 


IT FOR 
HIM...FOR 
HIMSELF. 


I 
SUPPOSE 
ITIS A 
DOUBLE- 
EDGED 


BEFORE 
HE CAN 
OBTAIN 
THOSE 
TWO... 


BUT THAT 
IS A TOOL 
BY WHICH 


ONE WHO \ 
Vee ONE WHO 


WHOLE LIFE 
TO THE crea 


THOROUGH 
TEMPERING DOMINATION 


spas 


. THERE ARE 
ALSO DREAMS 
WHICH, LIKE 
STORMS, DEVOUR 
TENS OF 
THOUSANDS 
OF OTHER 


IF 
THERE IS A 
DREAM WHICH 
TAKES ONE 
HIS WHOLE 
LIFE TO 
FIND... 
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A MAN 
SHOULD 
ENVISION 
SUCH A 
LIFETIME 
ONCE. 


WHETHER 
IT SUITS 
THEM OR 
NOT, PEOPLE 
YEARN FOR 
A DREAM. 


SUSTAINED BY 
A DREAM, HURT 
BY A DREAM, 
REVIVED BY A 
DREAM, KILLED 
BY A DREAM. 


AND EVEN AFTER 
BEING ABANDONED 
BY A DREAM, IT 


4 CONTINUES TO SMOLDER 


FROM THE BOTTOM 
OF ONE'S HEART... 
PROBABLY UNTIL THE 
VERGE OF DEATH... 


RELATION ' 
TO SOCIAL 
STATUS, 
CLASS... 
BACK- 
GROUND. 


AND TO 
THEN 
SIMPLY 
LIVE 
FOR NO 
BETTER 
REASON... 


+ ULTIMATELY 
TO BE BORN, 


I CAN'T 
ABIDE 
SUCH A 
LIFESTYLE. 
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IT MUST HAVE aah 
BEEN A BORING FORGIVE F whiahers 


ME, I'VE |e >} 


~ TTERED|—> 
\ CHATTERE = 


THE FIRST 
TIME I HAVE 
EVER TALKED 
WITH A MAN 

THIS WAY. 


THE FIRST TIME I 
EVER LAID EYES ON 
yOu, I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE THE 
SON OF SOME 
ARISTOCRAT. 
YOU SEEMED SO 
MAGNIFICENT m7 unl 


FOR SOMEONE x —— veel PROT) a 
SO YOUNG. atin’ 


WHEN I HEARD THAT YOU 
WERE COMMON-BORN, IT WAS 
VERY DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE. 
SOMEHOW...IT IS AS IF...YOU 

ARE NOBLER THAN ANY OF 
THE NOBLES IN THIS CASTLE. 


YOU 1 | you were \ G thar WHEN YOu 
SAY THE yy Are WKN YP JUST LiKe TAUGHT ME HOW 
KINDS OF | | § |SOME VILLAGE = TO SOUND THE 
CHILD USED »| REED WHISTLE, 

TO PLAYING | (<< RY YOU SEEMED 

IN FORESTS /7>& Sh. URN, RSI WA\ VERY...SIMPLE 

AND “ 
Bir ee _ L\\ AND CAREFREE 


A 
WONDROUS 
PERSON... 
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IMAGINE 
ALL OF 
YOUR 
FRIENDS, 
TOO... 
» 


1 HAVE COME \,f75 
SO FAR ifs 
WITH YOU, 
ATTRACTED 
BY THAT 
CHARM. 
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THEY ARE 


MY VALUABLE TOGETHER 
COMRADES, WE HAVE 
DEVOTING THEM- FACED DEATH 

SELVES TO THE SO MANY 


DREAM I TIMES. 


ENVISION... 


} SOMEONE 
y/ WHO WOULD 
NEVER 
DEPEND 
UPON 
ANOTHER'S 
DREAM... 


SOMEONE WHO 
WOULDN'T BE 
COMPELLED BY 
ANYONE, BUT 
WOULD DETERMINE 
AND PURSUE HIS 
OWN REASON 
TO LIVE... 


AND SHOULD ANYONE 
TRAMPLE THAT DREAM, 
HE WOULD OPPOSE HIM 

BODY AND SOUL...EVEN IF 

THE THREAT WERE 

ME MYSELF... 


WHAT TI 

THINK A 

FRIEND 
IS... 


eee, 
Pe yl le 
ROR, 


+». WHO 
IS MY 


“EQUAL.” 


SUCH 
AMAZING 
CON- 
FIDENCE. 
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ACHIEVED 
EVERYTHING 
SO FAR. 


+TO 
YOU...THE 
PRINCESS 
OFA 
WHOLE 
KINGDOM. 
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IT...ITIS A 
DISASTER/! 


EVEN ASSAS- 
HIS SON, SINATION/! 
MASTER 
ADONIS, 


CASTLE 
IS IN AN 


YOUR UNCLE/! 
COUNT JULIUS 
HAS DIED/ 


PRECIOUS THING: END 138 


THE MIDLAND 
ROYAL}FAMILY 


THE 
LEGENDARY 
"TOWER OF 
TRIUMPH.” 


THEY SAY THIS 

NEW CAMPAIGN 
COULD MEAN AN 
END TO THE WAR. 


DON'T WORRY! 
MIDLAND HAS ITS 
OWN GUARDIAN 
ANGEL, YOU 


..THE BAND) | \ G AY ARE you 
one | << IBS 
HAWK IS THIS | 7 \ a 
CAMPAIGN'S 
VANGUARD. 


GENERAL 

I] JULIUS DEAD, 

4 _| MIDLAND HAS 
4 | NO OTHER 
GUARDIAN 
DEITY BUT 


& tumere \ 
S| SERVANT 
{WILL DO ALL 


BUT A CHILD IT IS SAID 
OF ONLY 
THAT IN 
THIRTEEN TROUBLED 
LIKE MASTER 


ADONIS... TIMES, 


SPIRITS 
MISLEAD 


(EF 
/ SURELY 
IT 1S THE 
WORK OF 


MINISTER. 
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INCIDEN- 
TALLY, 
SIR 
\ GRIFFITH. 


I HAVE CALGHT 
WIND OF A 
STRANGE RUMOR 
V AA REGARDING THESE } 
gm: USYAS ; 


% ASSASSINATIONS, 
2K * 
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BORE 
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’ PRINCESS 
; CHARLOTTE 
INSTEAD... AT THE 
valT MAY : : AUTUMN 
HAVE BEEN 
FIRED AT YOU, 
SIR GRIFFITH... 


WA 


[1 THE EXPLOITS 
OF THE BAND 


7 assassin wHo © Ce TE RAE 
ATTACKED YOU MAY \ xo 
NOT HAVE BEEN A 

CHUDER SPY AT ALL, 

BUT A SLIBORDINATE 


OF SOMEONE 
WITHIN THIS 


DOES ONE KILL 
OUTSIDE THE 
CASTLE AS YOU 
DO? OR INSIDE 
THE CASTLE? 
I SUPPOSE THAT 
IS THE ONLY 
DIFFERENCE. 


145 


UNDER A THIN VENEER, THOSE OF THE 
COURT CAN BE LIKENED TO A DEN OF 
EVIL SPIRITS. IT IS NOT FAR FETCHED 
THAT ANY NUMBER OF THEM WOULD 

NOT BE ABOVE THE MURDER OF 
ANOTHER FOR THE SAKE OF 
MAINTAINING THEIR 
INFLUENCE... 


AUDACIOUS 
INSINU- 


[Sai aa OO, 
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VY THERE CAN BE NO 
MISTAKE THAT THE 
/ ASSASSINATION OF JULIUS 
AND HIS SON WAS 
GRIFFITH'S RETALIATION. 
SOMEHOW HE MUST HAVE 
GOTTEN WIND...THAT THE 
INCIDENT AT THE ALITUMN 
HLINT WAS AT THE 
HANDS OF GENERAL 
JULIUS. 


THAT BEING 
SAID, I WILL 


ING 
THEORY. 
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HE DIDN’T 
$0 MUCH AS 
TWITCH AN 
EYEBROW AT 


OF MASTER 
ADONIS 
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Cu NIK == THIS MEAN 
ae AN THAT IT 
WASN’T HIS 
DOING AT 
ALL? 


SY cane BE TRUE. __. <,..| 
IT WouLD BE |4) 
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THERE WILL BE 
MANY OTHERS 
WITHIN THE CASTLE 
JEALOUS OF HIS 
POPULARITY WITH 
THE PEOPLE... 
AS LONG AS 
I SET THEM 
AGAINST HIM... 
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AH, WELL 

ENOUGH. IF BY 

THIS CAMPAIGN 

A LONG SOUGHT 
AFTER PEACE 

PAS VISITS THIS 
omy, KINGDOM, IT 
WILL SETTLE 

. HIS AFFAIR. 


/ INTERVENE 


LORD 
GRIFFITH/! 


PRINCESS 
CHARLOTTE. 


- ARE YOU 
DEPARTING 


IT Is 
NOT VERY 
VALUABLE, 
BUT IT'S A 
MOMENTO 

OF THE 
FORMER 
QUEEN'S... 
OF MY 
MOTHER'S 


IT IS SAID 


T THE LODESTONE, 
iis WHO THE MAN HALF 
POSSESS AND WOMAN 
EACH HALF HALF ARE 

ARE 
DESTINED 


TO MEET 


as. 


+ SURELY THIS 
NECKLACE OF 
THE WOMAN 
STONE SHOULD IF YOU 
DRAW IT BACK WERE TO 
AND SEE YOU CARRY THAT 
SAFELY HOME NECKLACE 
FROM THE MADE FROM 
BATTLE- THE MAN 
FIELD... STONE... 


THERE IS NO 
WAY TI CAN 
KEEP SUCH AN 
IMPORTANT 
KEEPSAKE 
OF YOUR 
HIGHNESS’. 
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ONCE I 
RETURN 

FROM THIS 
CAMPAIGN 
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GIVING 
GIFTS TO 
ONE SUCH 


YET YOU 


GIVE GIFTS 
TO A MAN OF Re 
HUMBLE BIRTH? ene 
PROPERLY ‘OF THE 
SPEAKING, OVAL 
ONE OF YOUR FAM 
RANK SHOULD iain 


EVEN HESITATE 
TO SO LIGHTLY 
CONVERSE 
WITH HIM. 


NY YOU ARE 
MEMBERIN 
RE. ce sae ‘ G SIXTEEN NOW, 


eee No Longer’ \ MOTHER!! 
PRINCESS | Rxsayy cae 


AN ody 
yz 
Py i 
7 eee: 
) Cogan o 
ES 
—————__ 


gen 
COR yy 
LANA 


wy fs | 
"Nihil. ae Aare AVY CS i a 
: i u, f ) 
oh brie A. yy f Wego 4 
wae: i tl " ” \ 
~ 4 1 Wy y ; 
Ap / el Vy) Mg} AN NZ 
\ nk ” nth ; ik 
Mi I} LAM 
: ‘ 
: A AG 


PEAY: 
is 


} 


| 7 \\\ \s 
= YN! 
<2 SS : 
Ww FS 
Be 
ant 
x SS eS 


.) <i) 2 ; 

. “Ae Ni 
yale \ veoh Yo ) 
\ id | w)) Wwese 


\ 


ie 


\ 
\ 


; 
S 


\ ; Se 


Nee 
YY 


ANY 


Wy 


Ms 


= 


REA 
Z SZ jy e 
tH ffigy 


LLL 
BL 
Zn 


{i \i up Wy 
dial as 
\ yi? s 


va 


(\ 


Mp" 


Y 


Sz 


160 


DEPARTURE FOR THE FRONT: END 


og pieitet BLY 
Ve hes Ye Hoe 
Ns tes 
a Wad 


Cyan 


dann 
ae 


MERAY. 2S Tims 


j : ry oe : mI 
\f eo rT As wllerea ime j Yea ty dis, ‘ bd it 


An 


5 ‘ 
a DRS 


~ uy 
SO 


J 


yi //; 
Arn 


\\ 


= 


SS! 
(SS 
pg EY 


iy 
} 


er 
Aa 


ANN Mh 


THE ONLY 
WOMAN WHO 
COMMANDS 
A THOUSAND 
OF THE 
BAND OF 
THE HAWK. 


..-YOUR 
RANK OF 
COMMANDER 
BY SNEAKING 
INTO THAT MAN 
GRIFFITH'S 
BEDROOM? 


YOU MIGHT 
HAVE A USE AS A 
NIGHTTIME PLAY- 
THING FOR YOUR 

FELLOW 

SOLDIERS... 


ie) 
YOU'RE 
HER... 


I CAN'T 
STOMACH 
IT. A WOMAN 
PLAYING AT 
BEING A 

KNIGHT... 


ARE INFERIOR 
TO MEN IN 
STRENGTH, 
WHAT USE 

COULD THEY BE 
IN A BATTLE? 


PERHAPS 
you 
EVEN 
ACHIEVED... 


. | 
SLA 
= = Wi i Vay 


Fj pw 


SY I SSSSS 
IISSSS 


igs 


SHALL TEACH MA wring RSA) THE 


YOU THE FOLLY y WY \\) BATTLEFIELD 
OF YOUR \ IS THE 
FRIVOLITY SACRED 
IN SETTING GROUND 

FOOT UPON OF MENI! 


ITH! 


HEAD OF THE 

BLUE WHALE ( 
ULTRA HEAVY 

ARMORED FIERCE 
ASSAULT 

ANNIHILATION 

KNIGHT CORP... 
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BUT WHAT T 
MEAN BY 
PRISONER... 
IS YOU'D BE 
MY ARMY'S 
HARLOT. 


WHAT'S 
WRONG? 
NOWHERE 
LEFT TO 
RUN? 


QUIETLY 
AS MY 
PRISONER, 
YOU CAN 
LEAVE THIS 


YOU ADORN 
YOURSELF LIKE A 
MAN...BUT YOU'RE 

QUITE THE GEM, 

AREN'T YOU? 
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DIE!!! 
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I JUST 
FEEL LIKE 
ANYTHING 

ELSE. 


MY MIGHT... 
UNTIL I CAN'T 
THINK ABOUT 


SWINGING 
THIS WITH ALL 
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WHAT'S 
FIGHTING'S WRONG? THIS 
DEAD IF HORRIBLE. ISN'T HOW You 
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WE'RE Lucky * 
TO BE ALIVE. VX 


TT NMR NOW? 

WTA DALVENWINY AIN'T NO 

DN 3 DANN, WAY WE 

V NGA WY) CAN SCALE 
| Uy THAT 


Dy 


Zs is Y 


GUTS 
AND 
CASCA?! | 


Ur < = 


BUT THERE 
WAS A RIVER . 
BENEATH, SO _ ily//)j) 

SURELY... Hy whi)h nj) Hat a Li 


HE'D LAND ANYTHING LIFE- 
SAFELY OR THREATENING, 


AND 
| IF WE SEND OUT = SomETHING 
h A SEARCH PARTY, WRON 
WE SHOULD bee loecg 


BESIDES, 
THE BAND OF 


TO SPARE 


THE HAWK'S VALUABLE 
HIGHLY TOUTED | | TROOPS FROM IN WAR 
RAIDERS THOSE GRANTED {/ff} , 
CAPTAIN AND BY THE KING fff CONQUERING 
FEMALE TO CONFIRM THE ENEMY 
Z. COMMANDER THE LIFE OR IS MOST 
By | ARE DEATH OF IMPORTANT! 
2.\. TOGETHER, AT BEST A 
BH ARE THEY MERE UNIT 
7 COMMANDER 
NOW WOULD BE 
OUTRAGEOUS! 


‘> 


ie _— 


pees 
HE BROUGHT } 
THIS UPON 
HIMSELF BY 
ENGAGING IN 
PERSONAL 

COMBAT! 


THEY OUGHT TO 
BE ABLE TO 
SURMOUNT SUCH 
A DILEMMA WITH 


eh a po aig 
Ye if ¢ 


“by 


THE ENEMY 
SAW LS 
FALL. IF I 
_ KINDLE A FIRE, 
IT'D BE LIKE 
TELLIN ‘EM 


pr Pip 
Je ee 
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GOIN’ INTO 
BATTLE 
WITH A 

FEVER?! 

THIS’S WHY 


DAHHHH/! 
CAN'T 
HELP 

IT! 


WHAT THE HELL'S — 

SHE THINKIN’ PP 
ANYWAY?! Tae (SS 
a, 


OH WELL/ 
THAT'S THE 
WAy IT IS/ 
BESIDES, IT’S 
NOT EXACTLY 
THE FIRST 
TIME WITH 
HER! 
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WHETHER 
YOU COME 
ALONG OR 
NOT IS YOUR 
DECISION. 
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POD, 


‘—/ LUCKILY, 
ees FALLING 
ix mi INTOTHE = 
= RIVER 
: BO SAVED f= 
us. 


LIE DOWN FOR 
NOW. THE FEVER 
AIN'T DONE 


YOU'RE 
PRETTY 
EASYGOING... 
CONSIDERING / IT OUT WITH THAT 
WE 4, I! WHALE JERK, YOU 
ALMOST Wf LOST YOUR FOOTING 
DROWNED./ yy AND FELL OFF 
a THE CLIFF. 


YOU WERE 
SOAKIN’ WET 
AND FREEZIN’ 
TO DEATH TO 
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ee 
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BUT I’M THE ONE 
WHO ALMOST DIED 
DRAGGIN' YOU OUT 
OF THE RIVER WITH 

ARMOR ON!! 


IF YOU 
WEREN'T A 
WOMAN, 
I'D KNOCK 
YOUR JAW 
RIGHT 
OUTTA JOINT 
FOR THAT!! 


PERHAPS YOU EVEN 
ACHIEVED YOUR RANK 
OF COMMANDER BY 
SNEAKING INTO THAT 


HYSTERIC 
BITCH/! 


I AIN'T 
TRYIN’ 
TO LORD 
THIS OVER 


Wy 


MAN GRIFFITH'S 


HELLO/! 
YOu 
FINISHED 


INSTEAD 
OF ONE 
WORD OF 
THANKS, 
YOU HURL 
A KNIFE 


I CAN'T STOMACH IT. A WOMAN 
PLAYING AT BEING A KNIGHT...... 
WOMEN ARE INFERIOR TO MEN 
IN STRENGTH, WHAT USE COULD 
THEY BE IN A BATTLE? 


THIS IS YOU'RE ALWAYS 
WHY WOMEN SO DAMN READY 
AS: AIN'T CUT PISSED 
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---BORN 
A WOMAN 
BECAUSE 
I WANTED 
TO BE.. 


Wp 
“ Wy 


Cz 


SQA 


f 


i 


hei = 


CALM YOUR ASS 
DOWN/! DON'T 
MAKE ME 
FORCE YOU!! 


SONUVA!! 
you 
REALLY 
ARE SOME 
KINDA 
BITCH/! 


WEARING IT, 
SO IT'S 
DRY 
ALREADY. 
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ME 
DPKG 


STILL 
CRYIN’? 


REALLy 


SPEAKIN' OF 
YOU JOIN THE 
BAND OF THE 
HAWK? LIKE I 
SAID BEFORE, 


FIGHTIN’ FOR 
A LIVING...? 


«WAS 
POOR AND 
NESTLED 
INA 
MOUNTAIN 
RAVINE. 


THE LAND 
WAS BARREN, 
AND WE COULDN'T 
REALLY GROW MUCH 
BESIDES OATS. 


WE WERE BLED 
DRY BY TAXES 
FOR THE WAR 

EFFORT. 


HAVING TO 
GO THREE 
J DAYS WITHOUT 
f =e ANY FOOD 
WAS A 
COMMON 
THING... 


PEOPLE 
EVEN 
STARVED 

TO DEATH 

IN WINTER. 
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SS HAPPENED, ALL 
Ee WE COULD DO 
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4 = WAS HIDE IN THE 
MOUNTAINS AND 
WATCH SILENTLY 
AS OUR HOUSES . 
Z AND FIELDS WERE 
RAVAGED. 


WE WERE 
ALL USED 
TO BEING 
ROBBED 
AND 
WALKED 
OVER. 


THE 
NOBLEMAN Wz 
APPROACHED 
MY PARENTS “=. 
SAYING HE 
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NOBLEMAN 
WHO 
HAPPENED 
TO PASS 
THROLIGH THE 
VILLAGE ON A 
g LONG RIDE 
ae? CALIGHT SIGHT 


Say THE OFFER, 
i Ww 
TO yp nw 
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My \ — 
= NO OTHER 
PRACTICAL 
ANSWER. MY 
FAMILY HAD SIX 
CHILDREN, AND 
STRANGELY 
NONE OF US 
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ss 


WAS THE 
NATURAL CHOICE 2 
FOR MY FATHER <= 

TO LOSE HIS 
YOUNGEST 
DAUGHTER, 


A WORKER AND 


J, YET ANOTHER 
y 


BECAUSE 
THE VILLAGE 
WAS NEAR THE 
BORDER, IT WAS 
OFTEN INVOLVED 
IN SKIRMISHES. 


GO} WS 
7 ytyaine® 
_—== 


IT WAS 
JUST 
LIKE WITH 
ANY OTHER 
VILLAGE... 


vs ) // Wf 

Wal 

Jo 4 
3 ONE 


THIS WAS 
HIS AIM = 
FROM THE = 


BEGINNING. Ss 
S 
A wr 
Wy AWN 
Vi “Ahad es ~ 


ily af 
yy al 
Yt a Wy 
\ We 
THERE'S NO Zy 
NOBLEMAN 
~ WHIMSICAL ENOUGH 
TO GO OUT OF 
HIS WAY TO SAVE 
A DESTITUTE GIRL 
HE'S NEVER EVEN 
SEEN BEFORE. 
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Wy \ 
Typ Ay 


ay 


Lee Up 


Up \y 
Wh, \ 


D> 
, My \ 
Ot \\ Me 4 


y THOSE TWO 
IDEAS WERE 
ALWAYS IN MY 
HEART TO 
HELP ME STAY 
CONNECTED 


7 wr 
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DOES 
BEING 


THAT 
YOU'RE TH 
OF THE 
NOBILITY... 


CHOSEN 


iY 


fe 


I THOUGHT GOD eal Pe) 
HAD TAKEN PITY ON ‘Ae ee STRANGE...... 
THIS MISERABLE, a nie IT WAS AS IF 
POWERLESS GIRL THE IMAGE OF 
AND SENT AN cnt Ly SOME SAINT 
ANGEL... . \ | 7 ADORNING THE 
\ feed | \ > WALL OF MY 
Wu — VILLAGE CHURCH 
ES: A\ HAD JUST 
COME TO 


LIFE. 


SEEMED 
FOR AN 
INSTANT 
TO ME AT 
TWELVE 

YEARS 

OLD. 


iffy, sl 


Wt | Uy 
} , 


Vi BUT WHAT 
KY THAT ANGEL 
EXTENDED 
AN S /, ) <TENDE 
\ Ps ! iy yy | WASN'T A 
KN VI yy } NBS oe) s! Fairey 


IF You 
HAVE 
SOMETHING 


] I 
NES) On 


yy 


ay, 


a) 


ft) : s / . ~ 
SSS > TN 


-I WAS 
AFRAID. 


GY Ww 
VA 
ATHLUITA RESS 
wv ton | —, SAG 
DON'T KNOW 
WHETHER I 
CASE, I STABBED HIM 
KILLED OR IF HE 
SOMEONE FELL ON THE 
FOR THE BLADE BY 
FIRST HIMSELF... 
TIME. 


y } ws : 
Wy, 
twas WJ Zs 4 
NEVER Z4 SO AFRAID... ¥ 
GOING TO Z g i] j I COULDN'T 
LET GO OF ZB { SPEAK OR 
THE SWORD AKIN ee ove FROM 
WITH BLOOD = RS IQ/E THAT SPOT. 


DRIPPING 
FROM IT. 


‘Za 


of 
Ze, Sy 


L. 


wig vm — gS — susr 


SLOWLY... y ee NODDED... 


h 


VX) 
Ns 


THE REAL 


HIS THE HELPING 
MAGNIFI- FEAR 
CENCE... DIDN'T 
AND THE % VANISH 
WARMTH OF 5 COMPLETELY, 
THE BLANKET ml it BUT THE 
HE GAVE ME BY FEELINGS 
FILLED MY | OF GUILT 
HEART. AND 


REGRET 


GRIFFITH, 
WE'RE FINISHED 
OVER THERE. 


ARE THESE 
PEOPLE 
BBERS? 
~ 


ye 


I CAN'T GO BACK TO MY VILLAGE. IF I GO 
BACK ALONE AND UINHLIRT, THE OFFICIAL WILL 
NEVER BELIEVE THAT YOLI AIDED ME. HE'S 
THE SAME AS THE NOBLES... I DON'T KNOW 
Ye WHAT I'D USE AS AN EXCLISE 
Hp) WHEN THEY QUESTION ME... 


Besives... \ 
/ iT WOULD 
BEA 
BURDEN 
ON MY 


AND KIDS 
ALONG?! 


iw 


ON 
IMPULSE... 


FROM MY 
MOUTH. 


HEY, 

Se DON'T 
My) JOKE 
Mite AROLIND. 


WE'RE 
COLLEcTIN’ war WE AIN'T 
JUST 
FUNDS SO 
SOME 
WE CAN THIEVES! 
EVENTUALLY ! 
N SETUPAN 


IF YOU 
TELL ME 
TO LEARN 

THE 

SWORD, 


co 


DIDN'T 
I TELL 
You? 
DO AS 
you 

WISH. 


WHETHER 
YOU COME 
ALONG OR 
NOT IS 
YOUR 
DECISION. 


YOU KNOW HOW 
TO FIGHT 
ALREADY, 

DON'T YOU? 


Hit i yz. 
LEE CAECA ‘Oe END. 
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This is the back of the book! 


This manga collection is translated into English but oriented in right- 
to-left reading format at the creator's request, maintaining the 
artwork’'s visual orientation as originally published in Japan. If you've 
never read manga in this way before, take a look at the diagram 
below to give yourself an idea of how to go about it. Basically, you'll 
be starting in the upper right corner and will read each balloon and 
panel moving right to left. It may take some getting used to, but 
you should get the hang of it very quickly. Have fun! 


Back in the day, Guts the Black Swordsman was atop slayer for the 


Band of the Hawk,’ an elite mercenary unit led by Griffith, whose 
- calm demeanor and callow beauty belied his fighting prowess and 
‘steel will. While in a king’ S employ, the attraction between the 


king’s daughter and Griffith combined with the growing favor of the 
king toward the Hawk leader raises the hackles of the king’s jealous 
brother, who plots to have Griffith summarily assassinated. But if 
the plot fails, the king's brother will likely have to deal with Guts 
and his titanic broadsword, and the results of such Spnerearnoes 
are digchady pretty aa - or easy to. clean: up! nie, 


‘created by Kentaro Miura, Berserk is a ploodstained manga jug- 


gernaut, equal parts savage violence, gruesome horror, and black 


‘humor packed inside a flaming powder keg and rolled downhill into 
_ a crowd of terrified Civilians. Let the weak-kneed get out of the bass: 
Mi "¢ J ra Bernat ain't about to give up any gropned! 


‘This collection is idcaisinted into English but oriented in right- -ta-left 


anne format, as ee eee gk be ia 
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